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Semester and 
Academic Year

IED Milano

FIND YOUR DIFFERENCE



IED SEMESTER AND 
ACADEMIC YEAR

IED Semester and Academic Year courses propose a 
wide and update synthesis of the Italian know-how, 
giving a view of the most significant trends of Interior 
design, Fashion industry and Jewelry design.

Different subjects are offered in the fall and spring 
Semesters, but each combines academic study with 
an insight into the professional design world and 
takes full advantage of the rich cultural resources 
that Milan and Florence offer.

The education path of each single course includes a 
strategic combination of theoretical lessons, cultural 
field trips and workshops.

IED Semester and Academic Year courses 
provide the opportunity to develop 
personally and get prepared for the 
next undergraduate studies or provide 
additional professional training and 
qualifications.
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DESIGNED 
FOR STUDENTS 
WHO HAVE 
A STRONG 
VOCATIONAL OR 
PROFESSIONAL 
INTEREST IN A 
SPECIFIC SUBJECT, 
THESE COURSES 
CAN ALSO PROVIDE 
THE NECESSARY 
FOUNDATION FOR 
STUDENTS WHO 
LACK A FASHION 
OR DESIGN 
BACKGROUND.



WHY MILAN?

Vibrant city with a long-standing tradition of culture, 
arts and science, full of entertaining opportunities 
Milan is a center of innovation: design, fashion, 
scientific and technological research are some of 
key activities thriving in the city.
With its special events such as the Fashion Week, 
Milano Jewelry Week, Salone del Mobile, and its 
cultural attractions like La Triennale, Pinacoteca di 
Brera, the Duomo, Milan has something to attract 
everyone.

WHAT WILL YOU DO?

Through the Fall Semester in Jewelry Design you acquire 
the basic skills in order to comprehend the profession of 
designing and creating jewelry objects.

 The education path helps you to understand 
the design concepts so to acquire a working 
knowledge of jewelry artistry, from cultural notions 
related to history of jewelry and techniques in jewelry 
making, to the methodology and the designing of 
jewelry objects. In particular the training path will 
teach you to read and interpret the main changes in the 
history of art and design, putting them in relation with 
changes and developments of jewelry and body 
accessories. 

Furthermore, you will learn the traditional drafting 
techniques necessary to illustrate shapes, forms, and 
texture of jewelry works. 

Finally, you acquire the correct design methodology 
(tools, techniques and materials) in order to design 
and make jewelry pieces and prototypes in the school 
laboratory.

WHO IS THE COURSE AIMED AT?

This course is designed for high school graduates 
wishing to learn the fundamentals of jewelry design, 
or university students and professionals from other 
fields, looking for a career change. Apart from an 
upper- intermediate level of English and the high 
school diploma, there are no other requirements to 
enter the course.
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COURSE DATES:

October - February

CLASS SCHEDULING:

From Monday to Saturday - 18 weeks

LANGUAGE:

English

LEVEL:

Introductory

JEWELRY DESIGN
FALL SEMESTER



METHODOLOGY AND STRUCTURE

The course is fully integrated with the first semester of 
the Three-year course in Jewelry Design, except for the 
Design Methods and jewelry design classes, which are 
dedicated exclusively to the semester students.

Throughout the Semester, the theoretical lessons 
are alternated with laboratory activities, through 
which you learn to manage your creativity and 
identity. 

The training activities aim at making you familiar 
with the basic technical equipment and allow you 
to acquire an adequate design methodology and a 
solid cultural preparation.

By the end of the course you will take a final exam
for each single subject and will present the project/s 
you have worked on, so to demonstrate the 
knowledge and skills achieved.
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Style and History of Art and Costume
The most important artistic movements and their 
leading personalities in the XX century. Analysis of  the 
art codes in order to understand the phenomenon that 
narrates cultural, social and aesthetic evolutions, 
where the jewel belongs to.

Design Methods
The course provides the basics of design methodology. 
After a first phase of exercises and experimentation, 
the course leads you through the development of a 
personal project, analysing all the fundamental steps: 
from the concept to its articulation, approaching the 
proper tools of technical and creative representation.

Technical Drawing
Acquisition of free hand drawing techniques as 
fundamental tool for the design and communication 
processes. You learn to define the structure of a 
product, through sketches, orthogonal views and 
basics of coloring techniques. 

History of Design
Jewel’s evolution, from the ancient times to the 19th 
century, analysing styles and techniques. The main 
goal is to show the complexity of the sector by defining 
its roots and putting the jewel in relation to the social, 
artistic and cultural context.

Modeling Techniques
Through this course you acquire the theoretical and 
practical knowledge needed to build finished jewels. 
You learn to create the main types of jewelry: ring, 
earring, brooch and necklace with the easiest 
mechanisms of clasp and link.

Graphic Design
How to present a project to a potential client. The use 
of Photoshop, Illustrator and InDesign allows you to 
acquire IT literacy for expressing your ideas.
Digital tools are put in relation with visual perception, 
in order to teach how to maximise the impact of a 
concept, managing 2D images and a fast rendering 
of models.

Jewelry Design
This is the first design project you will manage 
independently. During the course you will put 
into practice theoretical skills as well as the project 
methodology you acquired, paying a special attention 
to the visual representation, the choice of materials 
and the final making.

Perception Theory and the Psychology of Form
The course endorses the understanding of the values 
of sign, perception, style, colour and form.
You are stimulated to exercise the critical thinking and 
to improve the narration of your design, according to 
the perceptive results you want to achieve. 

Goldsmith Lab Workshop
Basic information for access to the goldsmith’s 
laboratory. Starting from the safety  rules, you will 
analyse and learn how to use the equipment of the 
laboratory.

PROGRAMME



COORDINATOR

Giulia Savino 
Italian Jewelry Designer and artisan with an international 
and multicultural background and experience in jewelry 
design processes, jewelry making and exhibiting. 
She holds a Masters in Contemporary Jewelry and 
Body Ornament ( Florence ), and a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Fashion Design. For three years she lived in Cairo, 
where she contributed to the setting and opening 
of the Middle East’s first ever jewelry school. 
While there, she worked as a professor as well 
as assistant of the school Director. 

TEACHERS

Alessandro Laita 
He holds a Degree in Visual Arts in Venice. His works 
are exposed in Venice (Fondazione Bevilacqua La 
Masa - Italy), Winterthur (Villa Straüli - Switzerland), 
YADDO (Saratoga Springs - NY - U.S.A.) and Cité 
Internationale des Arts (Paris - France). 
He also exhibited at Fondazione Spinola Banna 
(Turin), Placentia Arte (Piacenza), Stazione Rogers 
(Trieste), Fondazione March (Padova), Pro Arts Gallery 
(Oakland), George Barber Gallery (Berlin), Manuela 
Klerkx Gallery (Milan).

Dario Mambretti
Goldsmith and Jewelry Designer, he studied art and 
later on he began to learn goldsmith techniques. 
Today he creates his jewelry line and collaborates 
with goldsmith laboratories and companies for the 
development of jewelry collections. His creations have 
been exhibited to JCK Las Vegas and JA New York. 
Since 2014 he teaches goldsmithing in several 
institutes, among which IED Milan.

FACULTY Claude Marzotto
Visual Designer and educator, she holds a PhD in 
Industrial Design and Multimedia Communication. 
After a five-year experience as a partner of Atelier 
Vostok in Barcelona, she co-founded with Maia 
Sambonet, òbelo, a Milan-based graphic design 
studio specializsed in visual projects for art, education, 
and culture.
From 2011 to 2018 she has been member of the 
editorial board of “Progetto grafico” magazine.
Since 2008 she has been teaching and holding 
lectures in several design universities and schools 
in Italy and abroad.

Marta Petri
She graduated in Industrial Design at Istituto Europeo 
di Design and started to work thereafter as an 
independent consultant in an international 
environment. During a long collaboration period with 
Lego Company, she has taken part in several different 
research and development projects concerning new 
toys and plays. Exploiting her background in arts, she 
experienced several drawing techniques, from pencil 
to airbrush. As a designer, she combines free-hand 
techniques and computer ones on a daily basis. 

Ubaldo Peveri
He graduated in Sculpture at the Academy of Fine 
Arts and then he approached the goldsmith field. 
He started working as a Goldsmith and as a teacher 
for several schools in Milan. 

Alessandra Quattordio
Art and jewelry Historian and Journalist, she started 
to work  as Curator of the art catalogues published by 
Galleria del Levante in Milan. After graduating in Art 
History, she began to collaborate with several 
magazines, in particular, she has been Senior Editor 
at Vogue Gioiello and at AD Architectural Digest 
(luxury goods). Today she teaches History of Jewelry  
at IED in Milano and continues her journalistic 
collaboration with Corriere della Sera, AD Architectural 
Digest, Artribune, Antiquariato, on art, jewelry and 
artists and exhibitions.



Chiaralice Rizzi
Graduated in Venice, in 2016 she has been awarded by 
the Lewis Baltz Research Fund and published her first 
book with MACK (London), together with Alessandro 
Laita. Her work is present in the collection of Fondazione 
Fotografia in Modena. 
She is the Artistic Director of the contemporary jewelry 
gallery Ohmyblue, that she founded in 2013 in Venice 
together with her sister, Elena Rizzi.

Federica Sala
She started her career as assistant of the Italian glass 
artist Giorgio Vigna and later on she established her 
studio in Milan. Her jewels have been exhibited at the 
Mad Museum in New York, at the Society of Arts and 
Crafts in Boston, at SOFA in Chicago, at CODA 
Museum among the others. In 2016 she won the 
Marzee International Graduate Prize. In 2018 she 
has been mentioned at Enjoya’t Award, professionals 
category. Her work belongs to private and public 
international collections.

Francesca Torri
Jewelry Designer and Goldsmith, she holds a diploma 
in Jewelry Design from IED and in Gemmology and 
Diamonds from Istituto Gemmologico Italiano. 
She has been goldsmith teacher at Scuola Orafa 
Ambrosiana from 2003 to 2008 and Art Director of 
Tanzania Maasai Women Art.Francesca Torri designs 
and makes jewels “ad personam” with precious metals 
and non-precious materials.

SUGGESTED READING LIST

One easy way to prepare for your Semester or 
Academic Year classes is to do some advance reading 
before you start. 

Suggested readings are not mandatory, but they are 
beneficial as allow you to deepen a certain topic that 
will be discussed during the course. Being prepared on 
the topic will allow you to gain the maximum benefit 
of this education experience.
 
Following is the reading list provided by our teachers:

• Design as  Art – by Bruno Munari – Penguin Classics (2009)
• Jewellery Design & Development, from concept to object, 

Norman Cherry
• The jeweller’s directory of shape & form, Elisabeth Olver, 

Black Edition 
• The jeweller’s directory of decorative finishes, Jinks McGrath, 

Black Edition 
• Art since 1900: modernism, antimodernism, 

postmodernism, Hal Foster, Rosalind Kraus, Benjamin 
Buchloh, Yve-Alan Bois, Thames and Hudson Ltd

IED reserves the right to make any changes necessary to the present 
document, if they are deemed an improvement to the service provided 
to students, with regard to both academic goals and the optimum
organisation of related activities.
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QUALIFICATION

At the end of the course, if you have successfully attended 
at least 80% of the whole education path, including 
fieldtrips, and have successfully passed all the 
examinations activities you will receive the certificate 
of attendance. 

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

You must have an upper-intermediate level of English, 
corresponding to level 5.5 IELTS, in order to enter the course. 
To prove the necessary language proficiency you have to 
present a language certificate issued by authorised bodies 
or undergo the IED online language assessment test.
You must be of age in order to be admitted, nevertheless 
IED reserves the right to evaluate and accept admission 
to the course for students under 18 years of age.

HOW TO APPLY

Click on Admissions button on our website in order to 
learn more on admission requirements, fee structure, 
and to start with the pre-enrolment process. 
An Admission Advisor will follow you step by step during 
the orientation, admission and enrolment process. If not 
in contact with an Admission Advisor yet, fill in the 
Apply online form to start the pre-enrolment process.

PRACTICAL 
INFORMATION

VISA

If you are a non-European Union student residing 
in Italy for more than 90 days you are required to have 
a student visa. Student visas are issued by Italian 
Consulates in your country of residence. 
Check  with the Embassy/Consulate in your country 
about the requirements and the best timing to apply 
for visa or contact our Internation Student Desk. On this 
purpose, upon the payment of the enrolment fee, IED 
provides you with the Certificate of Enrolment, necessary 
for the visa process. In some nationalities may be 
required to pay the entire course fee as a condition 
before applying for the student visa.

CREDIT TRANSFER

If you seek university credits you should contact the 
international education office at your home institution 
and find out the transfer credit procedure. IED provides 
all relevant course materials including syllabus, professor 
profiles, and official transcript of records in order to 
facilitate the transfer of credit and recognition of the course.

HEALTH INSURANCE

If you are an extra EU student, you must have a private 
health insurance to cover your entire stay in Italy in 
order to ask for the visa and apply for the residence 
permit. Once in Italy you can choose to register into 
the Italian Public Health System.



FACILITIES

Classrooms, common areas and labs IED classrooms 
are equipped with the latest technology and each 
campus has open computer workspaces with Mac OS 
X and Windows systems as well as all necessary 
softwares. Specialized laboratories for each subject are 
available for you to conduct your research and work in.

HOUSING

IED provides you with a wide range of different 
housing options aimed at satisfying your needs 
and budget. A dedicated office in each IED city, with 
qualified staff, will support you while searching a 
place to stay whilst studying at IED.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SUPPORT

Our Internation Student Deskwill support you through 
the procedures concerning the Residence Permit, 
which must be requested within 8 working days from 
your arrival in Italy. Furthermore we assist you with 
the folowing issues: visa, health insurance, public 
transportation, opening a bank account, request of tax 
code.

FOR MORE DETAILS 

IED Milano
Via A. Sciesa, 4
20135 Milano
Phone: 0039 02 5796951

STUDENT
SERVICES

SITE VISITS

Field trips are “tentatively” scheduled and may change 
upon instructor availability or guest speaker and venue 
scheduling. All visits will be announced in detail during 
the first day of class. Site visits are a component of this 
course and may occur outside of the regularly scheduled 
class time. Your participation is mandatory.

COURSE CANCELLATION 

Courses that do not reach the minimum number of 
confirmed participants may be cancelled. If a course is 
cancelled, you will be notified by telephone or email 
and will have the option to select another course or 
request a full refund of all paid fees.

COURSE MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES

The Jewelry laboratory is supplied by the goldsmith 
machines, tools and some basic materials. You will have 
to purchase a package of personal tools and silver on your 
own expense.
Furthermore we encourage you to bring a notebook, a 
laptop and digital camera in order to work independently.

ied.edu/milan

ied.edu/milan


50 YEARS
OF EXPERIENCE
INTERNATIONAL
NETWORK
11 LOCATIONS
AROUND THE WORLD
10000 STUDENTS
A YEAR
+100 NATIONALITIES
UNDERGRADUATE,
MASTER, SUMMER,
SEMESTER
AND CONTINUING
EDUCATION
COURSES
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